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Housekeeping Items

• The session is being recorded, the PowerPoint and other materials will 
be sent out after the session.

• Please mute yourselves to make sure that speakers can be heard and 
we do not experience feedback. No need to keep video on unless you 
want!

• You will be able to ask questions using the chat function

• If you’d like to ask your question live, please wait until Q&A

• If you have are having issues with anything, feel free to text 317-
690-4238
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Some context for our 
session today

Angie Carr Klitzsch, CEO of EmployIndy



Indiana Quality Child Care

Kristin Cofield

Family Engagement Specialist

Child Care Answers



Definitions 

• CCDF: Child Care Development Fund

• CDA: Child Development Associate credential

• Child Care Research and Referral: local agency that 
provides various resources for families, child care providers, 
and the community.   

• FSSA: Family Social Services Administration

• Legally Licensed Exempt Homes: child care for fewer than 
5 children in a residential setting

• Licensed Child Care Centers: child care programs inside 
commercial buildings. 

• Licensed Child Care Homes: child care for more than 5 
children inside a residential setting. 

• Registered Ministry: child care operated by a religious 
organization.

• VCP: Voluntary Certification Program 



What fears or concerns do 

you have regarding 

child care?
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Licensed Child Care Centers

• Facilities designed to provide care for one or more 

children in a commercial building. 

• Licensed by the state of Indiana and must meet 

certain child care regulations. 

• Education Requirement: Lead 

teachers must have a minimum of:

– Current CDA Credential, or  

– A 2-year associate degree in Early 

Childhood Education from an 

accredited college or university, or

– A BA or BS in Early Childhood 

Education or Elementary Education 

with a kindergarten endorsement



Family Child Care Homes

• Provide care in a residential setting for more than five 

unrelated children, for pay.

• Licensed by the State of Indiana and must meet certain 

regulations. 

• Education Requirement: Owner 

must:

– Have a current CDA Credential, or be

enrolled in, or agree to complete, a 

CDA credential within 3 years of their 

license date; OR

– Associates degree or higher with at 

least 12 hours in Early Childhood 

Education, Child Development, or a 

related field



Legally Licensed Exempt Child Care Homes

• Provide care in a residential setting for 5 or fewer 

children that are not related to the provider. These 

programs are not required to be licensed by the state. 

• CAN be certified to accept 

CCDF vouchers if they meet the 

Provider Eligibility Standards. 

• No education requirement 



• A registered ministry provides child care in a facility 

that is operated by a religious organization.

Registered Ministry and VCP

• Ministries may meet the 

Voluntary Certification 

Program (VCP) therefore 

meeting the state guidelines 

as a licensed child care 

facility.  

• Education requirement: No 

requirement for ministries; 

VCP programs require 

education.
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Quality 

Child 
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Choosing Quality Child Care
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Paths to QUALITY™ is Indiana’s statewide rating system for early 

care and education programs. It is a free resource to help families 

make informed decisions and to help early care and education 

providers improve the quality of their programs.



Paths to QUALITY Levels



Some Questions to Ask Yourself 

Which child care program will best allow your child 
to be happy and grow?

Which caregiver can meet the special needs of 
your child?

Is the child care available and affordable 
according to your families needs and resources?

Do you feel good about this specific provider caring 
for your child?
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Development 
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Paying for Child Care



Child Care Development Fund (CCDF)

Questions about CCDF Eligibility?

Contact Maximus at intakechildcare.com 

intake@maximus.com



On My Way to Pre-K 

https://earlyedconnect.fssa.in.g

ov/onlineApp/home

LaKesha Fillmore

lakesha.fillmore@fssa.in.gov

https://earlyedconnect.fssa.in.gov/onlineApp/home
mailto:lakesha.fillmore@fssa.in.gov


CCDF Intake Offices



CCDF for Foster Families

Step 1

• Your DCS caseworker will submit a referral to Maximus. 

• An Intake Agent from Maximus will contact you to 
schedule an appointment. 

Step 2

• The Intake Agent will inform you of the required 
documents to submit online. 

• Once you receive your voucher, you will have 
approximately 10 days to find child care. 

Step 3
• Search for child care via childcare.in.gov 

• Search for child care with Child Care Answers



How to Search for Child Care

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yvi40zG4K1o

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yvi40zG4K1o


childcareanswers.com



Review 
List of 
Programs 

Child Care 
Answers can 
provide list 
based on 
address and 
other criteria

Call or 
email 
programs
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topics 
important to 
you; example 
questions in 
Provider 
Checklist

Check 
inspection 
reports

Find reports 
at 
childcarefinder.
in.gov

Visit 
programs

Use Provider 
Checklist to 
understand 
what to look 
for

Call 
references

Steps when searching for child care



How can families connect with us?

Lauren George
Family Support Specialist

laureng@childcareanswers.com

Kristin Cofield
Family Engagement Specialist

kristinc@childcareanswers.com

Benito Barrera Casagnon
Bilingual Family & Community Engagement Specialist

benitob@childcareanswers.com



Choosing the right child care can be 

overwhelming, but you are not alone in 

the process - Child Care Answers is here 

to help!

Kristin Cofield
Family Engagement Specialist 

kristinc@childcareanswers.com

childcareanswersindiana childcareanswer

childcareanswersindiana childcareanswers.com

FOLLOW US!



Child Care Resources

Office of Early Childhood and Out  of School

Learning



Child Care Subsidies  

On My Way Pre-k  

Early Ed Connect

Trends Since COVID-19  

Local Resources



Child Care Subsidies

Child Care Development  

Fund (CCDF)

Eligibility:

• 127% of FPL at initial  

eligibility 85% of State  

Median Income (SMI) at  

redetermination

• Working or attending a  

job training program

• Child between 0 and13  

(some exceptions)

On My Way Pre-k

Eligibility:

• 127% of FPL

• Working or attending a  job 

training program  (some

exceptions)

• Child must be 4 by  August 1st

• Family must choose a  Level 3 or 

4 Paths to  Quality Program



Child Care Subsidies

CCDF currently serves

– 41,474 children and  

21,528 families

– 1,209 of the children  

served had a

disability

– 3,810 children were  

prioritized due to  

homelessness

Ages Served

3%

19%

45%

33%

Infants

Toddlers

3-5 Year Olds  

School Age



Child Care Subsidies

• 93.6 % of families  received 
subsidies  because of
employment.

• 26.5 % of families had  
copayments, at an  average of 
8.5 % of  income.

• 50.3 % of families had  overages, 
at an average  of 3.0 % of
income.

• The average family size  
was 3.6 and the average  
number of children  
served per family was  
1.9.

• 93.1 % of families were  
headed by a single  
parent.



How to apply for help?

Early Ed Connect:  
https://earlyedconnect.fssa.in.gov/onlineApp/home

– Easy use via mobile devices, as well as on a computer or  
tablet

– Ability to apply for multiple children in one application

– Ability to upload supporting documents, including via  
photo from a mobilephone

– Ability to save applicationprogress and complete it at a  
later time

– Notification of successful submission
– Available in English andSpanish

– Online support information and videos

https://earlyedconnect.fssa.in.gov/onlineApp/home




What happens once you arein  

the program?

• Children receive 53 weeks of support

• Families receive personal days to cover  

absences from the program

• If the family loses employment they have  

16 weeks (now 26) to gain employment  

before they are no longer eligible

• Income eligibility is higher at renewal



Trends since COVID-19

• Over 2,500 programs closed at the height  

of stay at home

• Only around 200 programs closed  

currently

• Parents may be fearful about taking  

children to care

• Low overall enrollment



Child Care SafetyGuidelines

All guidelines can be found at:  

https://www.in.gov/fssa/carefinder/5761. 

htm

https://www.in.gov/fssa/carefinder/5761.htm


Challenges and Opportunities

•Let’s get back to work 

https://youtu.be/3iMZFVE2kfU

• Family Checklist

http://brighterfuturesindiana.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/06/Updated-
Checklist-B2W-Safety-Response-Needs-
1.pdf

https://youtu.be/3iMZFVE2kfU
http://brighterfuturesindiana.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Updated-Checklist-B2W-Safety-Response-Needs-1.pdf






Near 

Eastside 

Get Out the Vote

10 East Voter 

Headquarters 

Voting  

Essentials



NEAR EASTSIDE | UNREGISTERED VOTERS
Bosart Brown / Brookside / Little Flower / Emerson Heights/ Holy Cross 

Tuxedo Park / Rivoli Park / Emerson Heights

mapthe.vote



2020 Election // Key Dates

October 5, 2020
The deadline to Register to Vote in Indiana

October 6, 2020
Early Voting Begins 

October 22, 2020
Absentee Ballot Request cut-off

November 3, 2020 (noon)
Absentee-By-Mail cut-off. Received not postmarked



Saturday, September 26 // 10am-5pm
Saturday, October 3 // 10am-5pm
Monday, October 5 // 10am-5pm

Request an absentee ballot

The deadline to register to VOTE in Indiana 
is Monday, October 5! 



10 EAST 

VOTER HEADQUARTERS

Additional Site Details 
- Exterior VOTE murals and banners

- Justin Brown art exhibition

- Kids Election // Vote stickers

- Gift card drawing for new registrants

- Vote tote bag for new registered voters 

https://indcontemporary.org/exhibition/justin-brown


Artist Engagement // 10 East Headquarters

Indianapolis artist, Justin Brown // Intelligence Countered exhibition Indianapolis artist, John Moore



100 Vote Tote Bags 

being printed by Cat 

Head Press

Given to anyone who 

registers to vote until 

they are gone

Bags will have FAQ’s 

about voting inserted 

and 2020 Polling Sites



Postcard Canvassing // Postcard Pick Up Site 
5,000+ Grab and Go Postcards will be available at the 10 East Voter Headquarters 

that  anyone can pick-up and distribute in their neighborhoods + public places.  



indianavoters.in.gov

indianavoters.in.gov





Individuals can vote at any polling 

place on Election Day. 

Many Election Day Polling Places 

for November 3 have changed!

Visit Vote.Indy.gov to find the election 

day polling places near you



3 Ways You Can Help

Encourage people to register and verify their 

voting registration status.
• Refer people to our East 10th Street Voting Registration Site // 2301 E. 10th Street

• Go to indianavoters.in.gov

Pick up Voting FAQ postcards and distribute. Help 

people understand where, how and when to vote.

Encourage Early Voting. 



Joanna Nixon

317-258-3139

joanna@joannanixon.com

Contact



Marion County Ecosystem, we need 
your help!

Please complete this career services survey as soon 
as possible. 

It will be used for:

• Future Ecosystem Enrichment Content Planning

• Resources developed to help you with career 
services

• Data that can help us meet gaps in service 
delivery

• And MORE!

https://www.surveylegend.com/s/2jvw


Wrap-Up

Next Session: October 

22nd
Register Here

Want to Info from Past 
Ecosystem Enrichment 
Sessions?

Click Here

Career Coaching Survey!

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZMsdeGgqz8uEtQ6VXGa_B9pXW2Cz9EZVB3h
https://workoneindy.com/ecosystem-enrichment/
https://www.surveylegend.com/s/2jvw

